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Subsection 7.—Trade in Raw and Manufactured Products.

Relation Between Trade in Raw and Manufactured Products.—The
industrial development of a country is indicated by the character of the goods
it imports and exports. In the early years of Canada’s development the imports
were made up chiefly of manufactured products and the exports of raw and semi-
manufactured products. Since the opening of the twentieth century this has been
almost reversed, a large percentage of the imports consisting of raw and semi-manu-
factured products for use in Canadian manufacturing industries, and the exports
consisting to a considerable degree of products which have undergone some process
of manufacture. Thus, the imports of partly and fully manufactured goods increased
from $129,693,000 to $975,195,000 between 1900 and 1929, while exports of such goods
increased during the same period from $98,906,000 to $702,315,000. Since the
opening of the present century Canada has passed through much the same stages
of development in her economic life as did the United States during the last quarter
of the nineteenth century. While Canada has not gone so far as the United States
in increasing exports of manufactured goods but curtailing imports, while curtailing
exports of raw materials but inereasing imports, she has made considerable progress
in this regard since 1914 (the last pre-war fiscal year), though the tendency since
1924 has been slightly in the opposite direction, as the following table shows. This
tendency in percentages is accounted for by the fact that, while imports of raw
materials have increased since 1924, they have not increased so much as imports of
manufactured goods. Similarly, while exports of manufactured goods have also
increased, they have not increased so rapidly as exports of raw materials.

STATEMENT SHOWING PROPORTION OF RAW MATERIALS AND PARTLY AND FULLY
MANUFACTURED GOODS IMPORTED INTO AND EXPORTED FROM CANADA AND
THE UNITED STATES, 1914 AND 1920-1929.
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The following table shows how Canada’s imports and exports, analysed into the
three categories of raw materials, partly manufactured goods, and fully or chiefly
manufactured goods, are distributed among the United Kingdom, other British
Empire countries, the United States, and other foreign countries. This analysis
clearly demonstrates that the imports into Canada from the British Empire, except
the United Kingdom, consist chiefly of raw and semi-manufactured products,
while the exports are made up mainly of manufactured produets.



